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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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1. Claims 1-5 are pending. Claim 1 is independent. 

2. Claims 1-5 are objected to because of the following: 

In claim 1, the language is not in proper form and contains grammatical errors 
and misspelling such as the use of a comma "," on line 1 and "filed" on line 7 (for 
example). The claim in proper form is proposed below. 

- 1 . A platform scanner comprising: 
a housing; 

an opaque handwriting board disposed at an outside portion of the housing; 
a transmission shaft arranged on the scanner in a direction parallel to an edge of the 
handwriting board; 

a scanning carrier having a CIS (contact image sensor) module therein, the 
scanning carrier located on the handwriting board, on end of the scanning carrier being 
mounted on the transmission shaft to facilitate horizontal movement of the scanning 
carrier along the transmission shaft for scanning and reading data on the handwriting 
board; and 

a sliding piece provided at each of two bottom ends of the scanning carrier for 
maintenance and control of the depth of field between the scanning carrier and the 
handwriting board. - 

Claims 2-5 are objected as being dependent on the objected claim 1 . 
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Further, claim 4 claims that the transmission shaft is disposed in the housing. 
This is not consistent with the claim 1 limitation "a transmission shaft is arranged on the 
scanner". Maybe claim 1 should be amended. 

3. Claims 1-5 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
objection(s) set forth in this Office action. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claim 1 would be allowable over the prior art of record because the closest prior 
art references Tsai (U.S. Patent No. 6,721,072), Youngers (U.S. Patent No. 6,089,843) 
and Sato (U.S. Patent No. 6,753,986) discussed below do not teach a scanner having 
the specific arrangement of the CIS module scanning carrier located on the handwriting 
board disposed at an outside portion of the scanner housing and having one end 
thereof mounted on a transmission shaft arranged on the scanner to facilitate horizontal 
movement of the scanning carrier along the transmission shaft for scanning and reading 
data on the handwriting board. 

Tsai (6,721 ,072) discloses a flatbed type scanner where the CIS module is 
located on top of the transparent platen, instead of below the platen, for scanning a 
reflective type original document placed on the platen. Tsai does not disclose a 
handwriting board. 
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Youngers et al. (6,089,843) discloses a virtual whiteboard employing a scanner 
having a transparent document platen on which a user writes directly with dry erase 
markers in the same manner a user would write on a whiteboard. The scanner scans 
the document and mirrors the document image from left to right. 

Sato (6,753,986) discloses an electronic whiteboard including an image reading 
device having a stationary CIS unit (13,113, 21 3) for reading an image of the writing 
hand-written on a whiteboard surface (1 1 ) white the whiteboard surface is driven by 
motor (15) passed the CIS unit. 

Dependent claims 2-5 would be allowable for the reason given for independent 
claim 1 . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Tsai (U.S. Patent No. 6,721,072) discloses a flatbed type scanner where the CIS 
module is located on top of the transparent platen, instead of below the platen, for 
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scanning a reflective type original document placed on the platen. Tsai does not 
disclose a handwriting board. 

Youngers et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,089,843) discloses a virtual whiteboard 
employing a scanner having a transparent document platen on which a user writes 
directly with dry erase markers in the same manner a user would write on a whiteboard. 
The scanner scans the document and mirrors the document image from left to right. 

Sato (U.S. Patent No. 6,753,986) discloses an electronic whiteboard including an 
image reading device having a stationary CIS unit (13,1 13, 213) for reading an image of 
the writing hand-written on a whiteboard surface (1 1 ) white the whiteboard surface is 
driven by motor (15) passed the CIS unit. 

Tsai et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,808,842) discloses a scanner having an image 
sensor module (321) disposed on top of the document platen, for scanning an opaque 
document (Fig. 3B). 

Carau, Sr. (U.S. Patent No. 6,318,825) discloses a dray erase electronic 
whiteboard with page-wide-array inject printer (Fig. 1). 

Umehara et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,797,106) discloses an electronic blackboard 
system. 

Sakai (U.S. Patent No. 4,803,564) discloses an electronic blackboard system. 
Pryor et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,739,414) disclose a large area array of thin film 
photosensitive elements for image detection. 

Sato et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,181,129) discloses an electronic blackboard. 



Application/Control Number: 10/072,709 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2622 

Yaniv et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,725,889) discloses a photosensitive line imager 
utilizing a movable scanning arm. 

Lee (U.S. Patent No. 6,233,065) discloses a scanner with transmission-mode 
scanning function. 

Fukuoka et al. (U.S. Patent NO. 5,251 ,072) disclose an image reader having a 
light module mounted on top of the document platen. 

Tanioka et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,684,998) discloses an image reader suitable for 
manual scanning. 

Akamine et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,088,025) discloses a terminal device with built- 
in image sensor. 

Tsukahara et al. (Japanese Application Publication No. 2003-87466 
(JP2003087466 A)) discloses a scanner notebook employing a write board. 

Harada (Japanese Application Publication No. 9-298621 (JP09298621 A)) 
discloses a scanner of a facsimile apparatus for reading a message written on a white 
board (2a) attached to the backside of a document cover (2). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheukfan Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7407. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone 



Application/Control Number: 10/072,709 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2622 

number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Cheukfan Lee 
September 21 , 2005 




